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BALLERINAS OF A CENTURY AGO: ‘‘ THE THREE GRACES ’’—TAGLIONI, GRISI AND FERRARIS—BY A. E. CHALON, R.A. 


The recent visit to London of the great Russian ballerina, Ulanova, has were all Italians. They danced in many different countries in the dramatic 
underlined once again the immense popularity achieved by the leading and traditional ballets of the French and Italian schools of the time. There 
ballet dancers. Even to-day the comparatively novel advent of the film are a number of such drawings of ballerinas by Alfred Chalon, whose 
star has not robbed the ballet dancer of her wonted acclaim. In this miniatures and flattering portraits in water-colours were in great demand. 
charming water-colour Alfred Chalon, R.A. (1780-1860), has perpetuated Exhibited at the R.A. in 1851, this work is dated 1850, and on it Chalon 
three of the leading ballerinas of his day. Taglioni, Grisi and Ferraris | designates himself as ‘‘ Portrait Painter in Water-Colors to Her Majesty.”’ 


Water-colour on board; 32 by 22} ins.) (Reproduced by courtesy of Minto Wilson, Esq.) 
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UNIQUE AND RICH POTTERY FROM 
THE EARLIEST PHAISTOS PALACE. 





FOUND IN THE EARLIEST FHAISTOS PALACE: A WINE-POURER, USED IN CON- 
JUNCTION WITH, AND OBVIOUSLY BY THE SAME HAND AS, THE HUGE AND 
FANTASTIC WINE CRATER SHOWN ON THE IMMEDIATE RIGHT. 


A THREE-HANDLED SPOUTED JUG OF BEAUTIFUL FORM AND ELABORATE ORNAMENT, 
A COMBINATION OF SPIRAL SCROLLS AND GROUPS OF SCALLOP SHELLS IN RELIEF 


In our issues of September 29 and October 6 Professor Doro Levi described 
the results of the Italian excavations at Phaistos, in Crete, during the 1955 
season. This was an extremely successful season—from the actual early 
structures revealed, the remarkable pottery discovered, and the new light 
thrown on the dating of the earlier phases of the Minoan civilisation. From 
the zsthetic and human aspects, however, the most striking of these is the 
pottery—and this is the subject of these two pages of colour reproductions. 
The great wine crater and its companion oinochoe, the basket-shaped vase 
and the three-handled jug with the scallop shell reliefs—these were all found 
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ONE OF THE MOST SUMPTUOUS AND AMAZING PIECES OF MINOAN POTTERY : A HUGE WINE CRATER, WITH 
FREE-STANDING LILIES AND, ORIGINALLY, WHITE CHAINS HANGING FROM THE RIM. 





4 FLATTENED BASKET-SHAPED VASE WITH A MARBLE-LIKE LUSTROUS SURFACE WHICH SEEMS 
TO DERIVE DIRECTLY FROM THE NEOLITHIC TECHNIQUE; AND WITH AN UNDULATING PATTERN, 


on the level of the earliest Phaistos palace. Professor Levi describes the 
huge crater as ‘‘ one of the most magnificent and original of all Minoan vases... 
brilliantly painted with a chequerboard pattern and a coral pattern, the shoulder 
and pedestal being decorated with white, free-standing lilies, while chains 
of white rings were hanging from hooks along the lip.’ The oinochoe, or 
wine jug, is obviously by the same hand; and, as Professor Levi writes: 
‘* Evidently craters for mixing wine, placed in the corner of the banquet- 
room with jugs for drawing wine from them and pouring it into the cups, 


were present in the Minoan dining-rooms some fifteen centuries before the 
[Continued opposite, 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE 


ILLUSTRATED 


LONDON NEWS 


Ill 


MASTER WORKS OF THE MINOAN POTTERS 
AND PAINTERS OF 4000 YEARS AGO. 





A NOBLE FOUR-HANDLED PITHOS, OR STORAGE JAR, RECENTLY DISCOVERED AT PHAISTOS, 

WITH A CHEVRON PATTERN AND KNOBBED DECORATION, 4 LA BARBOTINE. THIS STYLE 

OF DECORATION IS ALSO FOUND IN THE GIANT PITHOI OF THE GREAT PALACE OF KNOSSOS, 
AND DATES FROM THE MIDDLE MINOAN AGE 





A TWO-HANDLED BRIDGE-SPOUTED JAR IN A SHAPE VERY POPULAR IN CRETE’S MIDDLE MINOAN 
AGE, BUT WITH A SINGULARLY BEAUTIFUL OCTOPOD DESIGN IN WHITE AND RED ON BLACK. 


Continued.] 

same usage was general in classical Greece.’’ The wine jug with scallop 
reliefs is obviously of the same period and general style, though in much 
more restrained taste. The basket-shaped vase is very interesting and 
unusual, and one of its most interesting features is its lustrous surface. 
The other four pots are reproduced from water-colour drawings, by an 
artist of the expedition. These are of well-known shapes and styles with the 
exception of that which we describe as being ‘‘ in the style of a jardiniére,”’ 
which is decorated in the manner of the large fruit-stand which we repro- 
duced in our October 6 issue. The two pithoi are storage jars and are decorated 
& la barbotine, i.e., with knobs, and with patterns derived from ropes or nets; 


A POT IN THE STYLE OF A JARDINIERE—FROM PHAISTOS, WITH TYPICAL SPIRALIFORM DECORA- 
TION IN POLYCHROME ENDING IN LEAF MOTIFS. THE RIM IS APPARENTLY TURNED, THUS GIVING 


A DECEPTIVELY MASSIVE EFFECT. 





ANOTHER NOBLE P/ THOS, OR STORAGE JAR, DECORATED 4 LA BARBOTINE AND WITH A 
RETICULATED PATTERN IN RED. SUCH PATTERNS SIMULATE ROPES OR NETS. 


and are reminiscent, on a smaller scale, of the giant pithoi of Knossos. The 
bridge-spouted jar is a beautiful example of a familiar type. All these last 
four are of the type known as ‘‘ Middle Minoan.’’ But Minoan dating is no 
longer as certain as it seemed to be and Professor Levi has written ‘‘ the 
finds of our last season confirm that revolution in our ideas about Minoan 
antiquities which our researches of the last few years have foreshadowed: 
namely, the dating of the beginning of the palatial Minoan (the Middle Minoan, 
but at the same time also the so-called Early Minoan) to about 2000 B.C.; 
the immediate link between this and the preceding Neolithic age; and the 
discovery at the same moment of writing and the beginning of linear script.’’ 
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ATLANTIC STAR 
(Sept. 3, 1939-—-May 8, 1945) 


1939-45 STAR 
(Sept. 3, 1939—Sept. 2, 1945) 
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CLASPS WORN WITH THE CAMPAIGN STARS AND EMBLEMS WORN WITH RIBAND BARS DENOTING CLASPS. 
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BURMA STAR 


PACIFIC STAR 
(Dec. 8, 1943—Sept. 2, 1945) 





















KOREA MEDAL 
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(ABOVE) UNITED KINGDOM AND UNITED NATIONS CAMPAIGN STARS AND SERVICE MEDALS; AND (BELOW) COMMONWEALTH SERVICE MEDALS OF THE 1939-45 WAR. 
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THE WORLD: UNITED KINGDOM AND COMMONWEALTH CAMPAIGN STARS AND SERVICE 
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MEDALS, COVERING THE LAST WAR AND LATER CAMPAIGNS AND INCIDENTS. 


This extremely interesting array of stars, medals, ribbons, clasps and emblems 

a guide to the significance of the ribbon display on the breasts of many 
thousands of men and women of the Empire and Commonwealth—needs 
perhaps some further explanation. Of the eight campaign stars, five (the 
Africa, Pacific, Burma, Italy, and France and Germany Stars) needed as 
a general qualification entry into the operational area; of the rest the 1939-45 
Star and the Atlantic Star required six months’ operational service or two 
months’ operations for aircrew, and the Air Crew Europe Star was issued 
for two months’ operational service. Of these the stars of (a) Atlantic, Air 
Crew Europe, and France and Germany, and (b) Pacific and Burma cannot 
be worn together; and if more than one of (a) or (b) were earned, the first 
star earned was issued with a clasp for the second one earned—as shown 
in the centre of the reproduction. There were as well clasps for Battle of 


Britain pilots, for the 1st and 8th Armies in Africa, and a North Africa clasp 
for naval and R.A.F. personnel involved in the North Africa campaigns. 
The War Medal was earned by twenty-eight days’ full-time service in the 
Armed Forces; the Defence Medal for three years’ home service in the Armed 
Forces (including the Home Guard) and in Civil Defence, and for shorter 
service in certain other circumstances. The Naval General Service and the 
General Service medals were instituted to cover minor campaigns which do 
not warrant a special medal, such as Palestine and Malaya. The Korea Medal 
was earned by twenty-eight days’ service in the theatre, the U.N. Korea Medal 
by one day’s service there. The Africa General Service Medal, which dates 
from 1902, is issued to all services for minor campaigns and a total of forty-five 
different clasps have been issued. The six Commonwealth service medals were 
issued to cover the 1939-45 war in addition to the campaign stars. 


Medals reproduced by courtesy of Spink and Son, Ltd. 








